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ORGANIZATION OF COMMITTEE. 


Room No. 21, Brste Hovwss, t 
— New York, February, 1858. 

A tarce meeting of gentlemen was held in the Lecture Room of 
the Rey. Dr. Alexander’s Church, on Wednesday evening, April 1, 
1857, to consider what measures could be adopted to arrest the 

rogress of Sabbath desecration. 

_ Horace Holden, Esq. was called to the chair, and the Hon. James 
W. Beekman appointed Secretary. After prayer by the Rev. Dr. 
Alexander, statements were made showing the alarming extent of 
Sabbath profanation in the city, and a Committee was appointed, 
consisting of B. F. Butler, A. R. Wetmore, Francis Hall and Hiram 
Ketchum, Esqrs., to nominate a permanent ‘‘ Committee to promote 
the better observance of the Sabbath.” 

_ The Committee thus appointed, soon entered upon their labors, 
with a deep conviction of the responsibility of their trust, and of the 
vital importance of the Christian Sabbath to the present and future 
well-being of the population of this great city. They hope to 
adopt only such measures for promoting its sacred observance as 
shall commend themselves to the judgment of all good citizens, 
relying on the Lord of the Sabbath, and on the codperation of the 
friends of morals and religion, for ultimate success. 

In laying the foundation of this enterprise, it seemed appropriate 
to gather information as to the History of Sabbath observance in 
the city, the extent of present desecration, and the causes of de- 
clension. This subject was referred to a special Committee, and the 
accompanying document furnishes the results of their investigation. 

May not the Committee respectfully appeal to the Pastors and 
Members of our churches, to the Magistrates of our city, to the 
Editors of our public Journals, and to all intelligent, law-abiding, 
Sabbath-loving citizens, to ponder carefully the statements of this 
document? They show that our Christian Sabbath is in peril ; and 
that vigorous and persistent efforts are necessary to rescue it from 
-profanation, and to secure to us and our posterity its priceless 
blessings. 

We believe the evils to our city and country that would follow 
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the destruction of the Sabbath, cannot be exaggerated.. They have 
been thus foreshadowed in earnest, truthful words, by two of our « 


most eminent writers : 


“ Destroy the Sabbath, and there can be no stated and public 


recognition of God, and communities would never unite their sym- 
pathies before Him as the children of one common parent. Public 
worship, with all its elevating and purifying associations would 
cease. The pulpit would be silenced; every Sabbath school and 
Bible class would be disbanded ; Christian instruction in families 
would be diminished or cease altogether ; those great benevolent 


institutions whose interests are linked with the Sabbath, and are 


cherished chiefly in connection with it, would languish and die ; and 
every obstacle would be removed to the setting in of one unbroke 
tide of worldliness and ungodliness.” 


“Give up the Sabbath ; blot out that orb of day; suspend its 
blessed attractions ; and the reign of chaos and old night would re- 
turn. The American character and our glorious institutions will go 
down into the same grave that entombs the Sabbath ; and our epi- 
taph will stand forth a warning to the world.” 


Sabbath Committee. 


NORMAN WHITE, CuHarrman, 


E. L. BEADLE, M.D. 
WILLIAM A. BOOTH, 
JOHN M. BRUCE, Jr., 
ROBERT CARTER, 
WARREN CARTER, 
THOMAS C. DOREMUS, 
E. L. FANCHER, 

H. M. FORRESTER, 
FRED. G. FOSTER, 
DAVID HOADLEY, 


HORACE HOLDEN, 
GEORGE W. LANE, 

J. M. MORRISON, 

GEORGE N. TITUS, 
WILLIAM TRUSLOW, 5 
W. F. VAN WAGENEN, 
WILLIAM WALKER, 

E. C. WILCOX, 

F. S. WINSTON, 

0. E. WOOD. 


JAMES W. BEEKMAN, Rec. Secretary. 


RUSSELL §. COOK, Cor. Secretary. 


ACTION OF THE CLERGY IN NEW YORK. 


A mertine of more than one hundred of the ministers of the city 
was held Jan. 25th, 1858, at Spingler Institute. The Rev. Dr. DeWitt 
called the meeting to order. The Rev. Dr. Spring took the chair. 
The Rev. Mr. Wiley and the Rev. Dr. Lathrop were appointed Secre- 
taries, and the Rev. Dr. Holdich offered prayer. 

After the statements in behalf of the Sabbath Committee, on 
motion of the Rev. Dr. Williams, it was resolved, that this meeting 
express their deep gratitude to the Committee who have so prudent- 
ly and thoroughly probed this difficult subject, and counsel their 
continued labor in the work ; pledging them our best support, our 
sympathies, and prayers: and that a Committee of six be appointed 
to draft further resolutions, to be presented to this meeting. 

The Rev. Drs. Williams, Potts, Hawks, Hutton, A. D. Smith, and 
Peck were appointed said Committee, and reported the annexed 
resolutions, which were unanimously adopted, and are as follows : 


Ko S&0.L.U0T Lens. 


DESECRATION. 


I. That, should influences now at work, in effecting the progres- 
sive desecration of the sacred day, meet with no adequate counter- 
action, travel, traffic, and labor, newsvending, frivolity, intemper- 
ance, profligacy and riot must continuously and rapidly encroach 
upon the authority and hallowed repose of the Christian Sabbath ;— 
And that, by the influx of foreign immigration upon our own shores, 
should this new element be left unevangelized, and by the reaction 
of European travel upon the character of our own people; the Sunday 
of Vienna, or of Paris,—a very carnival of dissipation,—may insensi- 
bly supplant amongst us the time-honored, orderly and devout 
Sabbath known to our forefathers ;—And that such prsrcration has 
long increased, is now increasing, and should be withstood by all 
peaceful and Christian methods. 


CIVIL VALUE. 


If. That the day of holy rest, to a land bearing a Christian name, 
and to a republic based on equal rights, has the highest Crvi, Worra. 
Man needs it, physically, as a season when Labor may wipe off its 
grime, and breathe more freely after the week’s exhaustion, and 
when Care shall slacken its hold upon the frame and the heart. 
Man needs it, morally, to rise by its aid out of engrossing seculari- 
ties and materialism to the remembrance of his spiritual interests, 
his final account, and his eternul destiny. Toil needs it to rescue 
its share of rest, and its season of devotion from the absorbing 


Resolved : 
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despotism of Capital ; and Capital needs it, to shield its own accu- 
mulations from the recklessness and anarchy of an imbruted and 
desperate proletariate, and to keep its own humanity and con- 
scientiousness alive. The State needs it, as a safeguard of the 
public order, quiet and virtue; human laws becoming, however 
wise in form, effete in practice, except as they are based upon con- 
science and upon the sanctions of Eternity, as recognized voluntarily 
by an intelligent people ; and God’s day cultivating the one, and 
reminding us of the other. And in a Republic more especially, 
whose liberties, under God, inhere in its virtues, the recognition— 
freely, and devoutly,—by an instructed nation,—of God’s paramount 
rights is the moral underpinning requisite to sustain the super- 
structure of man’s rights ; and without such support from religion, 
—not as nationally established, but as personally and freely 
accepted,—all human freedom finally moulders and topples into 
irretrievable ruin. 


RELIGIOUS VALUE. 


III. That, as to its Rericrous Vatus, this day of sacred rest has 
the strongest claims upon all Christians, however differing as to its 
true origin, and whether they trace it back to Eden, to Sinai, or to 
the Savior’s tomb, as finding there its real commencement. They 
need the observance of the day, as the season of their assemblies 
and ordinances, and as furnishing one great bond of their fraternal 
communion. In its relations to this world, the Church requires it to 
conserve and to extend its religious influence and as the channel of 
a yet wider evangelization. In its relations to the heavenly world, 
the Church needs it for its collective prayers, intercessions and 
thanksgivings ; and that thus it may embody the image and enjoy 
the antepast of the endless rest to which it aspires in right of Christ’s 
victory, on this day consummated, over Sin, Death and Hell. And 
the God, who is the Giver of all time, never having surrendered to 
ordinary uses this His own reserved season, the infraction by man 
of God’s claims here is ingratitude, attempting robbery and perpe- 
trating sacrilege, as against a Bounteous and Sovereign Creator. 


REMEDIES, 


IV. That, as REMEDIAL MEASURES against the evils invading us— 
apart from all present appeal to the civil statutes which guard the 
‘quiet enjoyment of the day by a Christian people,—Christians, 
generally, are called, in the way of conference, co-operation, and 
personal example, to protest with patient and earnest consistency 
against the varied and widely diffused encroachments which threaten 
the demolition of the Christian Sabbath ; and to diffuse, in tracts 
and volumes, their best testimony for the institution: And that 
pastors are especially summoned, by the times, to present from the 
pulpit the rights of the Sabbath, and its bearings not only upon the 
cause of truth and piety, but as well also upon the interests of order, 
thrift, health, morality and freedom: And thatthe faith which hails 
in the Giver and Guardian of this day, the Legislator and Owner of 


\ 
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the Universe, may well expect His ultimate and unfailing benediction 
upon all prudent and kindly endeavours to assert the interests of man 
and the claims of God in this great question. 


V. That the Committee already acting in this matter be requested 
to give early and careful attention to the question how far and in 
what relations legal protection should be invoked, and that they be 
urged to press upon the various evangelical churches their 
denominational. responsibility in this matter and the power of ex- 
isting church organizations to defend the Christian Sabbath, 


PRAYER. 


VI. That prayer to Him who rules the nations and sways all events 
and hearts at His will, should justly inaugurate, shape and sustain 
all our efforts in behalf of His own day ; And that, looking thus unto 
Him we may trust tosee Sabbaths again becoming to a grateful 
and adoring people what He purposed to make them—‘ A sien 
BETWEEN Me awp tuem,”’*—the pledge and mutual bond between the 
Father in heaven and man,—His pensioner, and subject, and child, 
upon earth ;—‘‘a sien” of hope, duty and consecration on the one 
part, and of pardon and fatherhood on the other ;—and “a sten” of 
blessed remembrance and of unending communion as between both, 
training men for and lapsing itself into the rest of the Celestial 
Sabbath and the glories of the Beatific Vision,—“ the Sabbatism that 
remaineth for the people of God.” 

* Ezekiel xx. 12. 


History of Sabbath Observance in New York. 


THE Committee to whom it was referred ‘‘T'o prepare a History 
of Sabbath Observance in this city, and a statement of existing 
desecration, with the causes of the declension,” respectfully Report: 


That their attention has, first of all, been directed to the archives 
and ordinances of the city, as furnishing the most reliable index of 
the popular regard for the Christian Sabbath at various periods of our 
history. ‘The results of this investigation will show, that, what- 
ever may be the enactments of our State Legislature, we have 
lapsed from the wise and manly legislation of our fathers, who 
guarded the Sabbath with intelligent caution, as an institution 
fundamental to good morals; until, by successive steps, nearly 
every recognition of the sacred day is obliterated from our municipal 
statute book. Whether the state of morals among us will commend 


0 ir example, in this behalf, to other cities, with the consequent 
lawlessness, immorality and rapid strides towards barbarism, re- 
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‘ie 
mains to be seen. One of the most eminent of the judges of the 
Supreme Court of the United States has said, “ Where there is no- 
Christian Sabbath, there is no Christian morality; and without ‘ 
iy free government cannot long be sustained.” Py 


Decrees or Peter Stuyvesant, 1647-8. 

A brief digest of the Deerees and Ordinances for the protection 
of the Sabbath, and a history of their disappearance from our Mu- 
nicipal Statutes, will reflect the popular respect or indifference for 
the institution among us. 

Beginning with the earliest records of the Dutch colonists, we 
find decrees of the most stringent character, intended to guard the 
infant community against the demoralizing tendencies of Sabbath 
profanations. Thus, in 1647, Peter Stuyvesant, Director-General, 
issued a Proclamation against the invasion of ‘‘the Lord’s Day of 
rest” “to the great annoyance of the neighborhood, and to the 
injury and dishonoring of God’s holy laws and commandments, 
which enjoin upon us to honor and sanctify Him on this holy day 
of rest, and which proscribe all personal injury and murder, with 
the means and temptations that lead thereunto: 

“Therefore, to the end that we may as far as it is possible and 

practicable take all due care, and prevent the curse of God instead 
of His blessing falling upon us and our good inhabitants,” the 
Director - General proceeds to forbid Sabbath profanations, and 
especially the sale of intoxicating drinks on that day, within cer- 
_ tain hours. 
_ Again in 1648, “Peter Stuyvesant, in behalf of their High 
-Mightinesses, the States-General of the United Netherlands,” &c., 
issued a similar but far more stringent decree in behalf of a sacred 
observance of the Christian Sabbath, which furnishes an impressive 
indication of the regard of our Dutch ancestors for the law of God 
and the well-being of the people. 

Among the earliest Acts of the ‘General Assembly of the 
Colony of New York,” we find one baer in 1695, in the reign 
of William IIT, [See “‘ Laws of Her Majesty’s Colony of New York ;” 
William Berd, 1710,] entitled “An Act agaanet the Prophanation 
of the Lord’s Day, called Sunday.” 

The Legislature of the State of New York passed a Law in. 
March, 1818, based on the preceding colonial law of 1695, 
subsequent acts, prohibiting all secular occupations, games, 
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pastimes, on the first day of the week, called Sunday; and similar 
provisions exist in the Revised Statutes, 

_ The Metropolitan Police Act, passed at the last session of the 
Legislature, also provides that “it shall not be lawful for any 
person to publicly keep or dispose of any intoxicating liquors upon 
the first day of the week called Sunday, within the said Metropol- 
itan Police District, under a penalty of fifty dollars for each 
offence.” The District Attorney issued a circular to the policemen 
in July last, directing attention to this Act, and instructing them 
to ‘inform every vender, not only of liquors, but of all wares and 
merchandize on Sunday, of the provisions, and request an imme- 
diate closing up of the establishment, in such a way as to indicate 
to the public that no sale is to be expected;” and he proceeds to 
give instructions how to secure conviction and punishment in case 
of continued violation of the statute. 

The Committee have learned from the District Attorney that 
about one hundred and fifty convictions have been had for the 
sale of liquors on the Sabbath, and that not far from seven hun- 
dred cases are still pending. 

But these enactments of the Legislature are expressions of the 
will of the people of the State of New York, rather than of the 
city, and throw little light on the specific topic assigned to your 
Committee. If it shall appear that for a long period the State and 
Municipal laws were concurrent, and that suddenly and without 
apparent reason, other than the declining or dormant sentiment of | 
respect for the Christian Sabbath, our Municipal authorities repealed 
and annulled their Sabbath laws, the fact must be regarded as 
highly important and significant. 


Municrpan Orpinances, 1797-1834. 


Passing by the period of Dutch and English Colonial govern: 
ment, and omitting further notice of the Laws of the State, we find 
the first ordinance on the statute-book in our early oct history, 
[A. D. 1797,] to be “A Law for the due observance of the Lord’s Day, 
called Sunday.” 

The Ordinances of 1803, 1805 and 1807 are substantially the 
same on this subject. The Ordinance of 1812 is considerably en- 
ged, and is especially stringent against the bringing into or taking 

. the city by “any vessel, boat or craft, or any waggon, cart 


ree 
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thing whatsoever, for the purpose of sale;” 


gregations from disturbance, as follows: 


and it protects con- 


‘Be it further ordained, That no person shall ride on horseback, 
nor drive any coach, coachee, cart or other carriage, in passing any 
church or other place of public worship, during divine service 
therein on the Lord’s Day, called Sunday, otherwise than on a walk,” 
under a penalty of $10, and adds, “that it shall and may be lawful 
for each congregation in the said city to cause chains to be put and 
kept up across the street or streets in front and along side of any 
place of public worship in the said city, during the time of divine 
service in the day time on the Lord’s Day called Sunday, so as to 
prevent horses and carriages from passing such places of public 
worship during the time of divine service therein as aforesaid.” 


[See Ordinances of 1812.] 


The Ordinance of 1817 is less full and stringent, but retains 

the provision for chains across the streets during time of public 

worship. It is still the first on the statute-book, as if of paramount 
importance. 

The Ordinance of 1821 is the same, but is made second in the 
list. And so of that of 1823, except that it is transferred to page 
148, and in 1827 it is on page 141. 

The Revised Ordinances of 1834, then swollen into a portly vol- 
ume, were searched, with the aid of the careful clerk of the Com- 
mon Council; and to the amazement of the Committee, it was 
ascertained that the Sabbath Laws which had been reénacted at 
different periods, and by the successive Boards of the Municipal 
Government for forty years, had suddenly disappeared from the 
records, and had been annulled by the general repealing clause! In 
place of a beneficent and fundamental statute, protecting Chris- 
tian worshipers from disturbance, honoring the decalogue, and 
guarding the rights and morals of the community, was found a law 
prolubiting religious meetings in the Park or other places, unless held 
by a licensed minister of the gospel, and then with the written per- 
mission of the mayor or aldermen. 

The Ordinances of 1838-9 are equally silent. 

Those of 1845, which form the code now in force, contain no 
Sabbath Law, other than one prohibiting the use of fire-arms on that 
day; and Chapter 40, Title Il, provides for the appointment by 


the Mayor of “Sunday Officers, to carry into full effect the Laws 
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of the State, and the Ordinances of the Common Council, (where 
are they?) for the due observance of the first day of the week, 
5 ad called Sunday.” 

even this last flickering remnant of municipal respect for 
the Day of God is entirely omitted in the new Revision of the Or- 
dinances of the City now in print, and awaiting the action of 
the Common Council for their approbation : and the only municipal 
recognition of the day of rest, appointed in Paradise; hallowed by 
the example of God himself; written on tables of stone by the 
Great Law-giver; confirmed by the teachings and practice of “the 
Lord of the Sabbath;” incorporated into every civil code of the 
Christian world; existing for nearly half a century on our own 
statute-books — is found in a prohibition of the firing of a gun on 
Sunday, and of the sale of intoxicating drinks —the latter of which 
is supposed to be superseded by a law of the State. 

The Committee cannot forbear alluding to the coincidence, if 
nothing more, of the repeal of our Sabbath Laws in 1834; the 
great fire of 1835; and the disasters of subsequent years. They 
are not the interpreters of the word and providence of God, but 
they are constrained to recall passages of holy writ like the follow- 
ing: “If ye will not hearken unto me to hallow the Sabbath Day, 
* * then will I kindle a fire in the gates, and it shall devour the 
palaces, and it shall not be quenched.” 


PXISTING DESECRATION OF THE SABBATH. 


The facts as to the “existing desecration” of the Lord’s Day, are 
sufficiently obvious to all. That they are not more commonly 
noticed and commented on arises from familiarity with sounds and 
scenes which would once have offended the eye and pained the 
ear. The violation of divine laws is so frequent and constant that 
it almost ceases to move us. It is true that the more respectable 
business classes suspend their ordinary avocations on the Sabbath, 
and our banks, insurance offices, commission and jobbing houses, 
and nearly all respectable firms close their places of business. _ It 
is also true that the sailing of vessels on the Lord’s Day is less 
frequent than in former years. Perhaps a fifth or sixth part of the 
population repair to some place of public worship, and thousands of 


Christian families in their retirement seek to improve and enjoy the 
Sabbath hours. 
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Meanwhile, steamboats are arriving and departing; Sunday ex- 
cursions by steamboat and railway carry a depraving influence 
into and through suburban villages ; groceries and other shops by 
thousands pursue their wonted traffic; dance-houses contribute to 
the guilty pleasure of the godless; public gardens, with target- 
shooting, gambling, drinking, and bands of music attract crowds 
to their haunts; and in these and numberless other ways the day 
of holy rest is sed into a saturnalia. ; 

Of the many specific facts which have come to the Icnom@ed 
of the Committee, showing the disregard of sacred time, they cite 
a few—not to reproach particular ot ders but as illustrations of 
a lamentable declension in this branch of public morals. 

It is understood that one or more of our principal lines of ocean 
steamers have been accustomed to make their trial trips at such 
times as to include the Christian Sabbath. 

Some of our large foundries and machine shops, employing 
many workmen, are known to continue their business on the Sab- 
bath in active seasons ; and the repairs and changes of machinery 
in ocean and river steamers are frequently, if not commonly, made 
on Sunday. The very week of the preparation of this Report, a 
mechanic applying for admission to one of our churches, repre- 
sented that he had been turned out of employment in one of these 
establishments, because of his refusal to work on the Sabbath. 

Many of our sugar refineries make their repairs on the Lord’s 
Day ; and other manufacturing establishments, like cabinet makers’ 
shops, tobacco factories, &c., especially those under the control of 
foreign masters or capitalists, do not cease work on that day. 

Some printing establishments do not scruple to occupy a part 
of the Sabbath hours, needlessly it is believed, in carrying forward 
their business. ‘The fact that all do notis a proof that it cannot be 
indispensably necessary for any. 

Of the issues of the Sunday press, and the methods of distribu- 
tion, we speak elsewhere. We would only allude here to the 
questionable consistency of supporting this form of desecration, by 
the advertising patronage of Christian men and Christian firms. 

Sunday funerals, accompanied by military pageants, and bands 
of music, are not infrequent, and are the cause of just offence to 
Sabbath-loving citizens, and would seem to be a gratuitous disturb- 
ance of domestic quiet and of public worship. 

Fire and Target companies sometimes select the Sabbath for their 
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parades. Recently a Fire Engine company, attended by a band 
of music, marched through various streets on Sunday, at the time 
of assembling for Divine service, and paraded in line on Broad- 
way, in front of a Daguerrean gallery, employing the light of 
heaven on the day of God, to perpetuate the memorial of their 
profane act. 

A public garden has recently been opened at Rhinelander’s Point, 
near “Hell Gate,” which draws thousands in the summer season 
to its haunts, who spend the Sunday in drinking, target firing, and 
sports of various kinds, after the manner of continental cities. In 
one instance, a Be ahbor estimated the gathering at twenty thou- 
sand, chiefly Germans. 

But these profanations are not confined to the less informed or 
emigrant population. “The Academy of Music” has resounded, 
Sunday night after Sunday night, with ‘ overtures” and “ caprice 
fantasias” and the applause of thoughtless throngs, who shelter 
themselves under the pretext of attendance on “Sacred Oratorios.” 
Theatres have also opened their doors for “ sacred” performances 
on Sunday night. Highteen such ‘sacred concerts” were given 
on a single Sabbath in June last, 

But without extending these illustrations, the Committee present 
some statistical facts, the result of a careful investigation by gentle- 
men engaged in the City Tract Mission, made at the request of 
your Committee in June last, which should command profound 
attention. They reveal a measure of profanation of the Christian’ 
Sabbath at which we are astounded. They are as follows: 


Number of Shops, §¢., open on a single Sabbath. 


Restaurants, . : : F : E : ‘ eo iS 
Pawnbrokers’ Shops, . ; é ‘ ¢ : ; 26 
Policy and Exchange Offices, . 3 J ; 2 34 
Daguerrean Galleries,  . : : ; : “ : 54 
Confectionary and Segar Stores, é = A nod: 
Sabbath Concerts, . : : : 5 : 18 
Dance-houses and places of auaenenb + ee 85 
Dry Goods and kindred stores, " ‘ : 4 2,419 
Groceries, . ; . : : LO 
Liquor Shops aa Driting Saloons, «ek: see 208 
Took’. veeek Re come 


Making a total of 9,692 places of business and amusement engaged 
in their ordinary and mostly destructive traffic on the Lord’s day, 
on 
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or about one place to every 65 of the entire population. If the 
average be estimated at 20 of the frequenters and customers of 
those concerns, it will make nearly 200,000 of our population who 
may be classed as Sabbath-breakers, and patrons of Sabbath- 
breakers. 

Comment would only weaken the force of this appalling state- 
ment, and we leave it, with all its awful significance, for the study 
of the friends of sound morals and pure religion. 


CAUSES OF DECLENSION. 


The remaining topic of inquiry assigned to the Committee, as to 
the ‘causes of declension” in Sabbath observance, opens a wide 
and important field of investigation. Only the more prominent 
influences leading to this result can be noticed. Among these, the 
most radical and comprehensive will be found to be 

Selfishness and Worldliness.—Men in all branches of business pur- 
sue their avocations with almost insane intensity. With the suc- 
cess and expansion of business plans, time grows in value. The 
hours of the day are not enough ; those of sleep are trenched upon. 
The claims of family and home must succumb to the demands of 
business. The Lord’s day intervenes, with its holy calm and its 
sacred rest, presenting its restraints from undue engrossment in 
worldly plans, and its repose from consuming cares. For a time 
its beneficent voice is heeded; but one emergency after another 
‘arises, when holy time is invaded—secretly at first; then comes 
the Sabbath journey, Sabbath visiting, Sabbath letter writing ; the 
posting of accounts, the plans for money-making, directorship in 
Sabbath-breaking corporations; and thus the open and habitual 
desecration of a day once reverenced and regarded. 

God instituted the Sabbath as the great and perpetual barrier 
against human selfishness. He gave six days for labor; but by 
example and command, set apart the seventh for his own worship, 
and as a beneficent provision for the refreshment of mind and 
body from the toils of the week. Time immemorial the struggle 
has been going on between the selfishness of man, coveting for its 
purposes those holy hours, and the restraining providence and grace 
of God guarding from invasion the period prescribed for man’s good 
and the divine glory. If there be with'us a seeming and tempor- 
ary triumph, it is the short-sighted triumph of selfishness, already 
rebuked by the lessons of Providence as to the uncertain tenure 
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of ill-gotten gain, more mortifying than defeat. It may be hoped 
that even worldly wisdom will learn the great truth at last, that 
it is as wnprofitable as it is wrong, to rob God of the time that pee 
to Him, as much as the days of labor belong to us. 

ee fruitful cause of the declension in Sabbath observance 
may be found in the preoccupation and neglect of Christian men. 
They have not only shared in the general engrossment in business 
affairs, but their attention has been absorbed by other reformatory 
enterprises, which have blended with the politics of the country, so 
that the interests of the Sabbath have been inadequately guarded, 
and its desecration has come to be so common, as to excite little 
remark, or awaken little apprehension. The moral atmosphere 
has become so tainted, that profanations which would have shocked 
the sensibilities of the community thirty years ago, pass unheeded. 
Or the evils seem so prevalent and overwhelming, as to induce 
despair of a remedy. Matters of remote concern or of doubtful 
claims have eclipsed the Decalogue and its everlasting rule of 
right, until we find our very homes enveloped in the twilight of 
incipient barbarism ; the whole train of vices, as ever, following 
close on the heels of Sabbath profanation. A just, manly and 
Christian regard for the Day of days, on the part of its friends, 
would have stayed much of the evil we now deprecate. 

The Sunday press has also contributed powerfully to the dese- 
eration of holy time. It began its desolating work at about the 
period of the repeal of our municipal Sabbath ordinances, and 
journal after journal has furnished its quota of influence to sweep 
away our Christian Sabbath. These journals are believed to be 
doing the work of infidelity, and fostermg vice and irreligion. 
Not content with the rights of other parties, and apparently 
regardless of the feelings of the Christian community, they mono- 
polise the public streets, and disturb the quiet home, the family 
devotions, and even the worship of the sanctuary, by the shrill 
cries of the venders of their sheets. Instead of that sacred still- 
ness, which is the voice of God to a weary, sinful world, our homes 
are thus filled with the sounds of a guilty commerce, and with the 
Sabbath instructions our children receive are mingled lessons from 
the lips of ragged newsboys. From hundreds of voices, penetrat- 
ing all our abodes, on every Sabbath day, our children and youth 
are exhorted, ‘“‘Remember not the Sabbath to keep it holy.” Can 
there be any occasion for surprise, then, that the rising generation 
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are fast losing their reverence for all authority, human and 
divine ? 

In this connection we cannot forbear comment on the singular 
anomaly presented in the fact that by the legislation and practical 
administration of government of the metropolis of a Christian land, 
hundreds of ragged urchins perambulate all our streets; making 
day hideous with their cries; preaching a crusade against the 
Fourth commandment in the unwilling ears of a whole city, and 
encouraging the violation of every other by their wares: while an 
attempt to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ to those who might choose 
to gather in any public square, by any Christian pastor, without the 
written permission of the Mayor or some one of our aldermen, would 
be a misdemeanor punishable by fine or imprisonment | 

The extension of our commerce, and the multiplication of our lines 
of communication with the interior of the country have had a power- 
ful tendency to overthrow Sabbath restraints, and to make it a 
day of traffic. Many of the railroads and steamboat companies 
carry passengers and freight to and from the city on the Sabbath, 
as on other days—though with less frequent trips or trains, in some 
instances. Of course thousands of employees must be robbed of 
their right to a day of rest, and are demoralized at the same time ; 
while the classes most needing the rest and restraints of the Sab- 
bath are tempted to leave the city and seek haunts of dissipation 
in the environs. The volume of business, too, rolling on through 
every day, draws with it the thoughts of the trader and shipper. 
Carmen, hackmen, keepers of hotels, and various other classes, 
are engrossed in their several avocations; and to them the enno- 
bling, refining influence of Sabbath hours is all lost. Material in- 
terests obtrude on the period assigned by God himself for attention 
to the intellectual and spiritual. The tramp of the iron horse 
crushes out the Decalogue, and the noise of the steam’ whistle 
drowns the voice of God. 

The increase of Huropean travel engenders familiarity with the 
views and practices of the continent, and induces a corresponding 
laxity of Sabbath observance among multitudes of travelers for 
business or pleasure. A few months’ residence at Paris—with 
its open Louvre, its Sunday military reviews, its St. Cloud or 
Versailles fountains, its Bois de Boulogne drives, and its general 
atmosphere of Sabbath holiday desecration, is frequently enough 
to weaken if not obliterate the “ prejudices” of an American edu- 
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cation; and it is feared that too many return from that seductive 
capital, or other continental cities, with serious and often fatal 
injury to their morals and piety. 

But the most potent cause of Sabbath desecration may be found 
in the immense emigration from Europe. It appears by the census 
of 1855, that of the entire population of 629,810, no less than 
232,678 were born in foreign lands, and that of the voters there 
were 42,704 naturalized aliens to 46,113 native born. <A fraction 
of the whole number came to us from Sabbath-keeping Scotland ; 
but the great mass have emigrated from lands where the Sabbath 
is a gay holiday, or where it is so overlaid by fast and feast days 
of human appointment, as to be practically superseded in the 
respect and observance of the people. Congregating here in swarms 
at particular localities; retaining their ideas of Sunday as a day 
of mirth and dissipation; finding our streets in the possession of 
newsboys who carry on a traffic in a manner more godless than 
their eyes and ears were accustomed to even in the worst capitals 
of the old world; uninstructed in the true uses and divine sance- 
tions of the Lord’s Day; encouraged to license by the general 
spirit of lawlessness, contrasted with the stricter governments of 
force to which they have been familiarised—is it strange that our 
emigrant population should invade an American and a divine in- 
stitution they do not understand and haye no sympathy with; or 
that their imported views and example should weaken the senti- 
ment and impair the power of our Christian Sabbath? In- 
termingled with our church-going population, may be found 
dwellings, where the piano rings forth the last waltz, or the 
voice recites snatches from the popular opera; and a hundred 
neighboring families are completing their foreign education under 
gratuitous masters. In the midst of a group of decent abodes, the 
home it may be of virtuous, pious mechanics, a German dance-house : 
is set up; and the Sunday band and the merry dancers continue 
their sport the live-long day, and far into the night. <A citizen 
grows weary of the noise and dust of the city, and seeks a resi- 
dence on the banks of one of our noble rivers: the adjoining place 
is converted into a ‘Tea-Garden,” and every summer’s Sabbath 
is made the resort of thousands who know no other distinction of 
days than that which admits a looser rein to passion and pleasure. 

In these and other ways the element of our population, which 
contributes so much to its material prosperity, becomes a bane to 
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its higher interests. The incursion of Goths and Vandals could 
hardly be more fatal to morals and religion. The whole moral atmes- 
phere is tainted by its breath. Many parts of the city reek with its 
pollution. Respect for law is waningaway. Jiafe and property are 
becoming insecure. Misrule, peculation and fraud infest our gov- 
ernment. Crime and pauperism lurk in our streets. Anarchy 
waits for our doom. Nor need it wait long. Left to ourselyes— 
the restraints which divine mercy has thrown around us in his 
Holy Law cast off—what can we expect but the invariable visita- 
tions of the Divine Ruler on rebellious cities and nations? 

The Committee have thus traced “the history of Sabbath ob- 
servance in New York, with its present condition, and the causes 
of declension.” It is asad record. We fear that fuller investiga- 
tion would afford but little increase of light for the picture. True, 
there are hundreds of Christian churches, whose ministers and 
worshipers may be supposed to represent the strength of the 
Sabbath-loving, Sabbath-keeping host. It is also true, perhaps, 
that if this host were brought face to face with the multitudes who 
contemn the law of God, we might hope for victory, through the 
arm of Jehovah. But they are not thus brought. We have, in- 
deed, our Mission Sabbath and Industrial Schools, and our city 
Tract Mission, and kindred evangelizing agencies, of more or less 
potency. But the fact remains painfully apparent, that the salt 
that might save is too commonly in vessels of self-preservation. 
The leaven that ought to “leaven the whole lump” is put im bags 
far from the mass that needs its leavening power. The host that 
might conquer is in barracks, while the enemy stalks abroad with 
brazen and unterrified front. Shall not the requisite measures be 
taken to arouse the intelligent Christian community to the evils 
and the perils of the existing state of things? We would.express 
the earnest hope that no time may be lost in devising and applying 
an adequate remedy, so that our reproach may be wiped away, and 
that, in the language of good old Peter Stuyvesant, we may “pre- 
vent the curse of God, instead of his blessing, falling Be us and 
our good inhabitants.” & 


